
EXHIBIT 63

Letter dated April 20, 1954 to Ralph M. Gelvin
from Geraint Humphreys
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UNITED STATES C&<-«^
DEPARTMENT OF THB iNTERIOR - - - -— . .-.

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

FIELD SERVICE

1758 U.S. Post Offjss and Court House
Los Angeles 12, CaliTornia
April 20, 1954'

Mr. Ralph M. Gelv±n.
Area Direotoi*
Bureau of Indian Affairs
P. 0.. Box 7007
Phoenix, Arizona

Dear MP. Gelvln:

We received a letter from Superintendent Ladd to
•whic'hi h&. attached copies of" three l.etters, all relating to. •-
storage rights of the- Walker River Jprigation Project-,
Nevada, and informing me tbat the Area Office, had requested
him to send them. here.

A few days ago I received a copy of a letter from
:- the''-%i±tecl;'-States-A1;"fcc^rEey- for- Nevada, to'~Jolm R. Hos-a,- • -•;----" "

Attorney-at-Law, Carson City, Nevada, having to do -with the
same matter. I assume Vaa.t you have .a copy of each of the
three letters forwarded here by Superintendent Ladd. She
copy of the letter from the l&iited States Attorney does not
show that you have received a copy of tbat, therefore a copy
of it is enclosed.

Prom these letters it appears that Superintendent
Ladd and his staff, together -with Madison. B. Graves, United
States Attorney, are trying to work out an agreement, pre-
sumably with the Walker River Irrigation District, the pur-

..-@©.a€^p£:;wh^<3litrMQi3LLd;be to te
on.-.behal'£; of Uie;:'Wa3..1cer Rlyer-IndlanT Reservation- to store-" —;"":

--.£loc^j^feeES-..-3ji .it^MefoeE-.Reaei'vciir^-.-with,^
acre feet. Including the right to fill and refill once each

-year,.or a total of"26,000 acre-feet_each year, and that_ said
stopage. right for Weber Reservoir.,.. 1C r.eoogm.zed,- would^e .tky
suete, agpeeaea-t- assigaed. a "righ.t.^t.o .'be .ppiQE.._to. any .right;.,,., „.:;._;.

subsequent to the decree in G-125 as modified on appeal" .
This of course refers to the decree entered in United. States
vTvalker River Irrigation District, et al., 10^. F(2d) ?44.
As you know, there -was a rehearing in that case which was
denied., and'on July 14, 1959, the"Ninth Circuit Court handed
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down its opinion In the case above cited. Our files in- -
dloate that the amended decree was actually entered some
time "between'April 25th and July 15, 1940.'

,0m? file disoloaes that the Indian Service com-
menoed the oonstruotion. of Veber Reservoir about July 1,
19551 bu-fc there is nothing In .the record before me to in-
dicate when It was completed and put into operation. We
do have a copy of a letter from the Secretary to the
Attorney General dated January 2, 1940, the third j)aragraph
of which reads:

"Your attontion. was invited therein to the
fact ttsa.t the decree refers to and protects cer-
taia reservoir storage rights of some of the
defendants; that the reservoir rights of the
United States are not mentioned; that construction

- of the Weber Reservoir- was-commenced In July, 19^5» - -
and that in view of the definite provision of

-.- •'.'. - -'~ApfcI:o3.e:XII' of-the-proposed amencted^ decree declay-.

~ ' • -'£ri^ that"-the'decree-.^hall^e'.deem^
all of the: rights of the parties,: it becomes iBrpor- )
tant that the storage rights of the plaintiff with (
a priority of July 1, 195?, should-not be. -adversely-- - -- |
affected." (

-;Ti^-t^:^^%;t^^^-^^^^

"Also" a .copy of anotlier letter from the Secretary- dated "Feb- :~"~~ '"

ruary 12/l91K), bearing in part on the same Batter. For
convenient reference a copy of it is enclosed. An examina-
tlon of it will disclose that the Indian Service apparently
made an investigation to determine whether any storage
rights had been'inltiafced between July 1, 1955, and January
107 1956. There is nothing in the record we have, however,
to'Indicate whether any reservoirs had been constructed or
permitsissued since January 10, 1956.

You wHl also observe from the enclosed le'fctez* - -
^i=^ssSi£::-=£aa^^S@<^^|i^^$G]K^B^^^^ . Gei^a^jfcha^^.Aad^.'^.^^^
'' ~- ^'n: ^.tee^£:'(S^.a^£l:ftair:th^"G^^ ^t^'^Se'^TOEer^^.;;:;:^^

s
':.v.

yi^i^'

.^^-^^—^^—^f?^.^*^y

L
'v-v-~^'"t^"f^s^.

Reservoir as of jSprU' 15, 1956. Undoubtedly your^"fHes vjaj"
dlselose^wfaether^^^^^ taaye beea oon8,tK.ic,te<Lor - .

^whether-^ any permj-ts' hay.e; laeeR ;;3.ssue<3;,T ajnd .also wfae-btuezr' ans^^ ^ ^ '^.
^&B!^^se?-s^^eis^a^?^^^

the" Secretary.'s letter- to the At.tomey General." I~mentibn-
these latter'features because If such notices were filed
the action taken was presumably to fix a storage right of
priority'as "of not later than Ap3?il 15, 1956.^ "As you Imo-w,
it Is customary to fix priorities as of the date of
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oonstructLon, or in any event not later "bhan^tfae_date^when .
a ditch or reservoir is completed and put into operation..^
IfT^therefore. •" the-Veber Reservoir_'had~ 'been ^ c ompleted and

it into^peration some" time in 1956 one ordinarily _wou^d^
^uppose'that'the'prlority for it as.a6ainst^othe:l:>s would
not"later than the date it was put in operation*

The current proposal as_indioa't®d.^n.^?.1^-^e^
States Attorney *i~ietter7 as I understand it, is,toJaaYe,t}le

'foi>~fche~ reservoir or storage fixed as first In
after the entry of the Walker River Decree, as^aaenaea^
above indicated, it appears to have been sometime between

•ii- 25th" and July 15", 191<-0. If any^e3e:l:>volrs.'were_oon~
a'toucted'between 1956'and' the entry of the aaended_dewee^
of~194o7 or "if the'notices were filed -with the proper
offl^lals"settini~up'a,~da-fce of oompletion. of the^Veber^
Reser^ir'>aswoFlpril~157'1956, then it appears to me that
uraess: those--confli&ts os'Q properly-res-olved .sa^s to ma^e

"certain that nothljig has oocurred whlcli_oan^ad;^
<e^ec^'^te-3i^aie^i±^-foP.^^-ye^x'.Rese^o^

rm£ght:-^-'ina(3:7±sable:: to follow ,1^. cui^enfe.^zc^osad.^^.. -

Sincerely yours,

lOei'aiHt-BJ
^®r':'" ;'' -• • ' -• • - . . - • ^^J Chief ^?3?ii

Ends. 2

^^_:'-:'-=Kg^^«iHaSs»S=->=5=Fs^—^^^
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